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HOW TO: MAKE A SCARAB 
For this project we’re going to make Egyptian scarabs which you can decorate 

to be as shiny and colourful as you like! These creatures were a very important 

symbol in Ancient Egypt, and they were often used as the subject of amulets 

and worn as jewellery – the Egyptian god Khepri even had a scarab for a head!  

 

You will need: 
• Scarab template (p.2) 

• Scissors (and an adult to help you) 

• Pens, pencils, crayons 

• Glue or sticky tape 

• Sequins, mosaic tiles and glitter for decoration (optional) 

Instructions:  
Step 1: Cut out both parts of the scarab template. Make sure to 

cut carefully around the tabs and get an adult to help you! 

Step 2: Decorate your scarab! You’ll need to fold along the tabs 

and down the middle line of the shell later, so try not to glue 

anything on those bits (and remember, you won’t be able to see 

the rectangular part of the base when your scarab is assembled). 

Step 3: Now it’s time to build your scarab: first, the shell. Gently fold lengthways 

along the middle line to make a crease, then unfold the shell. Make folds along 

the dotted lines for the tabs, and then use these tabs to join the ends of the shell 

(use the arrows on the right to help you) and stick it in place with some glue or 

tape. You’ll need to do this for both tabs on the shell – your scarab is almost ready 

to come to life!  

Step 4: Next, the fiddly part: we need to add some legs and 

a head! Use the tab on the head to glue it to the rectangular 

base as shown on the left.  

Step 5: Then, make folds along the dotted lines of the base so the tabs are 

upright as shown on the right – then use some more glue or tape to stick these 

tabs to the inside of your scarab’s shell.  

 

That’s it! Add any final decorations, and your scarab is complete! 

Once you’ve finished, why not make a friend for your scarab and 

experiment with some different colours – maybe make a whole 

family! 

 

Did you know? 
Scarabs were based on dung 

beetles – these insects roll balls of 

dung which they lay eggs in across 

the ground. Because of this, Ancient 

Egyptians connected these insects 

to the sun god, Ra, who rolled the 

sun across the sky each day!  
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SCARAB TEMPLATE 

 


